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In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit will 

empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples were told to not gaze up into heaven to 

look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. 

We too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission. 

 

 

 
 

WELCOME TO ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
God is love.  St. Mark's Lutheran Church welcomes all who gather here.  St. Mark's welcomes 

you regardless of race or culture, immigration status, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender  

expression or relationship status.  We welcome all regardless of addictions, physical or mental 

health, imprisonment, financial means, or anything that too often divides us.  Our community is 

founded in Christ's love for all. 

AS SERVANTS OF CHRIST THE SERVANT,  
WE ARE CALLED BY GOD TO: 

· Spread the Word of God through worship, prayer, discipleship and education 

· Spread God’s love by example through service, advocacy and community 

· Be spirit-led stewards of our time, talents and money 

  
To our friends joining us on Zoom, please be aware that any time you are unmuted, you are broadcasting over 
the sound system in the St. Mark’s sanctuary. We look forward to hearing your voices as you join in the prayers 
of the people 



GATHERING 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as we begin 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by whose speaking we are 
given new life. Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported as citizens of the new 
creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting wellspring. 

In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In 
baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew. 

Water is poured into the font. 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, quench 
our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the 
outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness to your resurrection. 
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. Where 
despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring peace. We ask this through Christ, who with you and 
the Spirit reigns forever. Amen 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.



 

  



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence intercedes for us. Receive us 
and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our 
Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
Please be seated. 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11 
[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to 
the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing 
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with 
them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, 
“is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
not many days from now.” 
 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom 
to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing 
up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

  The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 47 
 1Clap your hands, all you peoples; 
  shout to God with a joyful sound. 
 2For the LORD Most High is to be feared: 
  a great king over all the earth, 
 3who subdues the peoples under us, 
  and the nations un- der our feet; 
 4who chooses our inheritance for us, 
  the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.  
 5God has gone up with a shout, 
  the LORD with the sound of the ram’s horn. 
 6Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
  sing praises to our king, sing praises.  
 7For God is king of all the earth; 
  sing praises with a song. 
 8God reigns over the nations; 
  God is enthroned on high. 
 9The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham. 
  The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted.  
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I do not 
cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with 



 

the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for 
us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 
age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 
church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God. 

WELCOMING THE GOSPEL  

 
The good news of Jesus Christ according to Luke, the 24th chapter.        
 
44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, 
that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness 
of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these 
things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high.” 
 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51While he was blessing 
them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated.  
 
SERMON  
 
Please stand as you are able  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH (NICENE CREED) 
Let us confess our faith, the faith in which we are baptized, the faith for which we pray.  
  We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father;  
For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
 and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 



 

 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
Ever-present God, root your church firmly in you. Let us neither become entranced staring up into the 
heavens, nor distraught by the suffering of the world. Teach us to see you in every face, every place, and every 
moment. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of the cosmos, you cradle creation in your loving arms and anoint it with signs of your presence. In the 
budding of flowers, the birth of a baby, and the formations of the land and sky, reveal your abundant life. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Eternal God, your reign is above us, around us, beneath us, and beside us. As you rule the cosmos with justice 
and mercy, pour out your Spirit upon those in authority, that they serve humbly and justly. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of companionship, provide clarity and direction for those experiencing life transitions—in births and 
deaths, new employment and new relationships, divorces and departures. We pray for those receiving new 
diagnoses or undergoing treatment for illness or injury (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Immanent God, in you we live, move, and have our being. Draw us closer to you and clothe us in your power. 
Encourage those preparing for baptism, those affirming their baptism, and all who are assuming new roles in 
this congregation’s ministries (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of welcome, you call us to feast at your eternal banquet. We give thanks for those who came before us, 
(especially Erik, King of Sweden, and all) whose lives witnessed to your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal 
God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 The people greet one another, saying “Peace be with you.” You may be seated after greeting those 
around you. 
 
OFFERING:  

 Offering plates are at the sanctuary entrances.  Thank you for all contributions towards the mission 
of the church, including the care of those in need 



 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray. 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called 
forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and 
praise. 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on 
the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, we 
give you thanks and praise. 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, 
life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, we give you 
thanks and praise. 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen 
our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  
Amen. 

Please join in praying in the language and version closest to your heart: 



 

SENDING 
BLESSING 

The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new 
creation. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Worship leadership today: 

 Producer: Ted Cheskin     Psalm: Diane Hess 
 Light the candles: James Brende     Second reading: Barbara Floyd 
 E-Usher: Brian Fajardo    Prayers of the people: Dolores Morelli 
 Coffee hospitality: Madeline Grimm   Communion assistant: N/A  
 First reading: Michelle Wyffels   Communion setup & cleanup: N/A         
   
     Preacher: Deacon Bonnie Beadles-Bohling 

 


