Liturgy for the Sundays in Quarantine
Sunday September 27, 2020

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the
reign of God. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the
interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup,
we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God
PRELUDE MUSIC

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the pastor begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Faithful God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace
and go our own ways.
We pass judgment on one another
before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own.
Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
to do God’s work in the world.
Amen.

FIRST HYMN:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us
from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: EXODUS 17:1-7
Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried out in desperation to
God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people. The doubt-filled question—“Is
the Lord among us or not?”—received a very positive answer.
1From

the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as
the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2The people
quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me?
Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So
Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone
me.” 5The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take
in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the
rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in
the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and
tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

CHILDREN’S SERMON ON THE FIRST READING
We respond to the first reading with a psalm

PSALM 78:1-4, 12-16
We will recount to generations to come the power of the LORD.
1Hear

my teaching, | O my people;
incline your ears to the words | of my mouth.
2I will open my mouth | in a parable;
I will declare the mysteries of | ancient times—
3that which we have heard and known, and what our fore- | bears have told us,
we will not hide | from their children.
4We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds and the power | of the LORD,
and the wonderful works | God has done.
12God worked marvels in the sight | of their ancestors,
in the land of Egypt, in the | field of Zoan,
13splitting open the sea and letting | them pass through;
making the waters stand | up like walls;
14leading them with a | cloud by day,
and all the night with a | glow of fire;
15splitting the rocks | in the wilderness
and giving them drink as | from the deep;
16bringing streams out | of a rock,
making them flow down | like a river.

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols the
selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential
perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.
1If

then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any
compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better
than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
7but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,

8he

humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
9Therefore

God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
10so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
12Therefore,

my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now
in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you,
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 21:23-32
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is
questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.
The good news of Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
23When

[Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was
teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus
said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what
authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they
argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe
him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing
these things.
28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard
today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second
and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are
going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did
not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not
change your minds and believe him.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY:

APOSTLE’S CREED
We proclaim the faith in which we are baptized, the faith for which we pray
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.
In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ. Where the church is
powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and obedience so that your love may be at work in us.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep your creation, O God. Mend
and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of creation confesses you as Lord. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and new spirits. Where sin
permeates our cultures and institutions (especially), change our minds and teach us to trust your authority.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit. Defend the lives
and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill us with your
compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community (especially); make us into signs of your
mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax collectors and prostitutes, likely and
unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, teach us to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in
death. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE PEACE
This week in the breakout rooms, we will spend 5 minutes with a small group, asking one another, how may we
pray for you this week?

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
COMMUNION
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread;
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

主禱文
我們在天上的父，
願人都尊祢的名為聖，
願祢的國降臨，

Padre nuestro que estás en cielo,
santificado sea tu nombre.
Venga tu reino.
Hágase tu voluntad
en la tierra como en el cielo.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día.
Perdona nuestras ofensas
como también nosotros
perdonamos a los
que nos ofenden.
No nos dejes caer en tentación
y líbranos del mal.
Porque tuyo es el reino,
tuyo es el poder y tuya es la
gloria ahora y siempre. Amén.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

願祢的旨意行在地上,如同行在天上。
我們日用的飲食，今日賜給我們，
免我們的債，如同我們免了人的債，
不叫我們遇見試探，
救我們脫離兇惡，
因為國度、權柄、榮耀，
全是祢的，直到永遠。阿們！

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink.
SHARING OF COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, gracious God,
that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare,
the body and blood of Christ.
Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven,
into your beloved vineyard
to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst,
guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ
and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
Mothering God,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

