St. Mark’s & Bethlehem Sunday Service Liturgy
Second Sunday after Epiphany

Sunday, January 18", 2026

Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’
baptism. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy
we come and see Christ revealed among us in word and
meal. We go forth to invite others to come and worship the
Holy One and to receive the gifts of grace and peace made
known among us.

WELCOME TO ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

God is love. St. Mark's Lutheran Church welcomes all who gather here. St. Mark's welcomes you
regardless of race or culture, immigration status, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender
expression or relationship status. We welcome all regardless of addictions, physical or mental

health, imprisonment, financial means, or anything that too often divides us. Our community is
founded in Christ's love for all.

AS SERVANTS OF CHRIST THE SERVANT,

WE ARE CALLED BY GOD TO:

- Spread the Word of God through worship, prayer, discipleship and education
- Spread God’s love by example through service, advocacy and community

- Be spirit-led stewards of our time, talents and money

To our friends joining us on Zoom, please be aware that any time you are unmuted, you are broadcasting over

the sound system in the St. Mark’s sanctuary. We look forward to hearing your voices as you join in the prayers
of the people

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

503-777-1443 5415 SE Powell Blvd. www.smpdx.org



http://www.smpdx.org/

Please stand as you are able

GATHERING

Zoom worshippers are invited to have a pitcher of water and a bowl to pour it into.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation. Amen.
Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of life,

you promise good news of great joy for all people,

and call us to be messengers of your peace.
We confess that too often we hoard our joy,

our resources, and our security.

We nurture conflict and build barriers.
We neglect the needs of our neighbors
and ignore the groaning of creation.
Have mercy on us.

Where we are self-centered, open our hearts.

Where we are reluctant, give us courage.
Where we are cynical, restore our trust.
Renew us with your grace

and give us again the hope of eternal life in you.

Amen.

Water is poured in the font.

Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. In -F Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed.
Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall know the salvation of God. Amen.

Arise, Your Light Has Come!
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1 A - rise, your light has come! The Spir - it’s call o - bey;
2 A - rise, your light has come! Fling wide the pris - on door;
3 A - rise, your light has come! All you in  sor - row  born,
4 A - rise, your light has come! The moun - tains burst in song!
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show forth the glo-ry of your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claimthe cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.
bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing,God’s pow’r will make us strong.

GREETING: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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yours is the prom - ise, the bless - ing, the birth.
yours the ho - san - nas, the dy - ing, re - birth.
yours the a - noint - ing, the ra - di - ant worth.
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Ours the re - joic - ing for Word giv - en frame;
Ours the re - joic - ing for na-ture re - claimed;
Ours the re - joic - ing for spir -its a - flame;
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ours the thanks - giv - ing to your ho-ly  name.
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Ours be  the tell - ing of deeds great - ly done;
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yours be  the glo ry, O God, yours a - lone.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through your grace we may
worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.




WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 49:1-7

Llisten to me, O coastlands;
pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The LorD called me before | was born;
while | was in my mother’s womb he named me.
2He made my mouth like a sharp sword;
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow;
in his quiver he hid me away.
3 And he said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom | will be glorified.”
4But | said, “I have labored in vain;
I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my cause is with the LorD
and my reward with my God.”

> And now the LORD says,
who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,
and that Israel might be gathered to him,
for  am honored in the sight of the LoRrbD,
and my God has become my strength—
®he says,
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to restore the survivors of Israel;
| will give you as a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

"Thus says the Lorb,
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,
the slave of rulers,
“Kings shall see and stand up;
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the LorD, who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

We respond to the 15tlesson with a Psalm

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The reader will lead the whole psalm, with the congregation joining in with the words in bold type

Psalm: Psalm 40:1-11

1 waited patiently upon the LORD,
who stooped to me and heard my cry.

’The Loro lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the miry clay,
and set my feet upon a high cliff, making my footing sure.

*The LoRrD put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God;

many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the LoRD.

“Happy are they who trust in the Lorb!

They do not turn to enemies or to those who follow lies.

> Great are the wonders you have done, O Lorp my God! In your plans for us, none can be compared with

youl!

Oh, that | could make them known and tell them! But they are more than | can count.

®Sacrifice and offering you do not desire;

you have opened my ears: burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required.

’And so | said, “Here | am; | come.
In the scroll of the book it is written of me:
¢l love to do your will, O my God;
your law is deep within me.””
1 proclaimed righteousness in the great assembly;



| have not restrained my lips, O LORD, you know.
01 have not hidden your righteousness in my heart; | have spoken of your faithfulness and your
deliverance;
I have not concealed your steadfast love and truth from the great assembly.
*You are the LorD; do not withhold your compassion from me;
may your steadfast love and your truth continually keep me safe.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,
2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints,
together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ
Jesus, >for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind ©just as the
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift as you wait for
the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless
on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. ? God is faithful, by whom you were called into the partnership of his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

WELCOMING THE GOSPEL
Please stand as you are able.
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e - ter - nal life.

The good news of Jesus Christ according to John, chapter 1. Glory to you, O Lord.

*>The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, *° and as he watched Jesus walk by he

exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” *’ The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed
Jesus. ** When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to
him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” *° He said to them, “Come and see.”
They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in
the afternoon. “° One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother. #* He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated
Anointed). “’ He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to
be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

SERMON

Please stand as you are able.



Faith Begins By Letting Go
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1 Faith be - gins by let - ting go, giv-ing up what hadseemed sure,
2 Faith en-dures by hold -ing on, keep-ing mem-’ry’s roots a - live
3 Faith ma-tures by reach-ing out, stretch-ing minds, en - larg - ing hearts,
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tak - ing risks and press-ing on, though the way feels less se - cure:
so that hope may bear its fruit; prom -ise - fed, our souls will thrive,
shar-ing strug-gles, liv - ing prayer, bind - ing up the bro-ken parts;
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pil - grim - age bothright and odd, trust-ing all our life to God.
not through mer - it we pos-sess but by God’s great faith - ful - ness.
till  we find the com-mon-place ripe with wit - ness to God’s grace.

CONFESSION OF FAITH (APOSTLES’ CREED)
Let us confess our faith, the faith in which we are baptized, the faith for which we pray.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human community, and the
well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

Gracious God, gather the church into one great fellowship. Equip your people to work together for justice and
peace, following the example of Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, whose birth we remember this
week. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Creating God, sustain the web of life on this planet. Protect wild places, endangered species, and vulnerable
habitats. Come to the aid of those affected by natural disasters (current situations may be named). Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Just God, you desire respect and equality for everyone. Raise up prophets who speak truth to the nations.
Embolden leaders and those in authority to advocate for people in need. Merciful God, receive our prayer.



Healing God, you lift up those who are bowed down by trouble, oppression, or iliness (especially). Bring an end
to social injustice and inequities of every kind, so that all people may have abundant life. Merciful God, receive
our prayer.

Abiding God, you are present with this congregation. Keep us mindful of our mission and guide our ministries
in this community (local ministries may be named). Kindle in us a desire to help one another. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Faithful God, you promise to be with us always. We remember with gratitude the faithful departed who now
rest in you. Strengthen us to the end, that we may see you face to face. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we pray to
God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

MEAL

PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
The people greet one another, saying “Peace be with you.” You may be seated after greeting those
around you.

OFFERING:

Offering plates are at the sanctuary entrances. Thank you for all contributions towards the mission of the
church, including the care of those in need.

Please stand as you are able

OFFERING PRAYER:

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love you, yet in
this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of
God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The pastor greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to
all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water
turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into
life.

If you are joining us on Zoom, please hold up your bread and cup and say the following paragraph along with
the pastor.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again,
after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant
in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery
of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless
this feast. Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new
life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.



Remembering Jesus’ love for us, on the way, at the table, and to the end, we are bold to pray as he taught us:
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now and forever. Amen. 2240, BE7kE, F!
Padre nuestro que estas en cielo,  Our Father, who art in heaven,
santificado sea tu nombre. hallowed be thy name,
Venga tu reino. thy kingdom come,
Hagase tu voluntad thy will be done,

en la tierra como en el cielo. on earth as it is in heaven.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia. Give us this day our daily bread;
Perdona nuestras ofensas and forgive us our trespasses,

como también nosotros as we forgive those

perdonamos a los who trespass against us;

que nos ofenden. and lead us not into temptation,
No nos dejes caer en tentacién but deliver us from evil.

y libranos del mal. For thine is the kingdom,
Porque tuyo es el reino, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever.

tuyo es el poder y tuya es la
Amen.

gloria, ahora y siempre. Amén.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table; taste and see.

Please be seated.
As Christ’s body and blood poured out for the healing of the world, everyone is invited to communion.

For those worshipping in the sanctuary: you may sanitize your hands before coming forward. The pastor will
hand you the bread, which you may dip in the wine or the juice.

For those worshipping with us via Zoom: After we sing the communion hymn, those of you who are with others
may commune one another, saying “The body of Christ, given for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.”
For those of you who are by yourselves, the pastor will look up at the camera and speak the promises to you as
you commune.



COMMUNION HYMN
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Be known to us, Lord Je - sus, in the break-ing of the bread.

l“? ﬂhl —| ! — ! — I
I'(\\ Tl | | | | i 5
7 . =
Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia.

P
ﬁ:x
ol
E L
E]t
ol

Be known to us, Lord Je- sus, in the break-ing of the bread.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body and blood you
have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of
your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for praise *+ bless you now
and forever. Amen.

O Lord, Now Let Your Servant
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where Christ, the bless-ed day - star, shall light them ev - er - more.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Thanks be to God.

Worship leadership today:

Producer: OPEN Psalm: OPEN

Light the candles: Brian Eztel Second reading: Barbara Floyd

E-Usher: Brian Fajardo Prayers of the people: Lynda Kennedy

First reading: OPEN Communion assistant: OPEN

Coffee hospitality: Sally Durham Communion setup & cleanup: Lynda Kennedy

Pastor: Reverend Elizabeth Larsen




